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YEAR 1-6 (P 2-7)

Starbird

Ghmrom King - Chous

Reading f()r pleasure \ éSlau-I)iu-‘d’_‘ S By Sharon King-Chai

Genre: Traditional tale

Format: Picture book Rumena’s .
Length: 32 pages recommendation

ISBN: 978-1509899579 This fable about a

caged songbird is a perfect
accompaniment to any unit

Buy on Amazon

on traditional tales. There
Story summary are so many themes that can
(" When the Moon King's daughter is born, he catches the legendary ?e ex}i)lored W;:h thlls Story’h ;
- . - . Starbird as a gift for her. When the Princess grows up, she releases lrom ?W we showlove, wha
“ | am a primary school ||brar|an.work|ng Starbird. Starbird flies away to search for a new home by day, hiding from h(?me r.neans,.the way we treat
in Birmingham. The area we serve is very the Moon King in the jungle, the ocean and the plains by night. When he animals in captivity, to what
diverse. Since ta klﬂg up my post | have made finds the mountains, Starbird knows he’s home. But waking too early one it means to be a villain. The
. .. find the b K hl il morning, he is recaptured by the Moon King. Back in his cage, Starbird illustrations are stunning and
It my mISSIOﬂ to Tind the DOOoks t .at' will start cannot sing or eat, and the Princess pleads with her father to release him. provide plenty of opportunities
the children at our school on their journey of Finally, the Moon King himself opens the cage. for art projects alongside this
reading for pleasure. After attending a librarian 2 class read.
: 9 P g O Uni . gR di ; - About the author and illustrator L )
conference and anupen nlver5|ty .e.a Ing OI’. ) Award-winning author and illustrator Sharon King-Chai was born in
Pleasure conference, | found the additional motivation | needed to Australia to Chinese-Malaysian parents. She lives in London.
ensure that reading for pleasure was pushed to the forefront of our
school agenda with diverse literature at the heart of it. Teaching ideas
Language features « Use the followi . heck f J Ji
. . Traditi I dch " Rich bul se the following questions to check for understanding
| am also a reviewer for the Imagine Centre and presenter on fadifions znguac?elan 2 arecters ICf \éc;CZ ulary and to elicit inference and encourage a discussion of
. . . such as enchanted, legendary, perilous, fabled, )

Teacher Hug Book Club on Teacher Hug Radio. Writing reviews omnipresent, flutter, befriended, swooped. Descriptive Kjuse ?:d effect. Fogyo;h%irvr\clesdzrs, asSk. Vk\)/hz c:)oes the
and discussing books on social media platforms and the radio has noun phrases such as ‘cloak of dark’, ‘flutter of loon fing capture Starbird ! Why does Starbird become
. . ) ) thanks’, “piercing gaze'. Adverbials of time (‘As the sick? Why does the Princess release Starbird? Why does
given me the opportunity to disseminate my knowledge of current sun retired in deep dark shadow’) and manner (With the Moon King finally release Starbird? Is the Moon King a

children’s literature and encourage teachers, parents and children to hope and happiness in his song’). good ora bad person?
pick up a book by a different author and read some of the great new Themes * Forolder readers, ask: How do different characters show
. . A . . - love in the story? What journeys take place in this story?
Freedom; Home; Animals; Love; Sacrifice.
literature that we have on offer to us now. ” Is the Moon King a true villain? If not, why not? What
Cross-curricular links features of a traditional tale can you find here?
Rumena Aktar Science (Living things and their habitats). - ,
e Use to support work on traditional tales. Depending on
\- Suitable for the age group you are working with, locate: opening
Years 1to 6. phrases, the themes of good versus evil and love and

kindness, a setting in the distant past, magical and stock

Use for characters, a journey, a happy ending.

Shared reading KST; Independent reading Lower KS2.

Contents

* Use to support work on habitats in KS1. Use the text and

DiY?'SitV f‘_)FUS _ _ illustrations to investigate the features and creatures of
Suitable for all ages pl-2 s b5 @ relitone, s om Ciihses bielayelkn each area. Let the children create their own version of
heritage. the story, replacing Starbird with a new animal that finds
KS1 p 3-7 Good to know its home in the jungle (tree frog, parrot), the sea (turtle,
KS2 817 This is a longer picture book that can be appreciated penguin) or the savannah (cheetah, meerkat).
p o in different ways. ¢ Ask: What makes a place home? Is it the people, the

things or the area?


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starbird-Sharon-King-Chai/dp/150989957X/

YEAR 1-6 (P2-7)

Eyes That Kiss in the
Corners

By Joanna Ho; illustrated by Dung Ho

Eyes
that
Kiss
n the

Corners

Genre: Family story
Format: Picture book
Length: 32 pages

ISBN: 978-0062915627

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Some people have big blue eyes, but the narrator has eyes that ‘kiss in the
corners and glow like warm tea’ — just like her mother, her grandmother
and her little sister. In the story, she describes each relative in turn and
explains how important they are to her. Finally, she describes herself,
drawing confidence from her family and her cultural heritage.

About the author and illustrator

Joanna Ho is an American author born to Chinese-Taiwanese parents;
Dung Ho is a Vietnamese illustrator and lives in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

Teaching ideas

e Use these questions to check for understanding: How
does the main character feel about her eyes? What does
she love about her mother? What does she love about her
grandmother? How does she feel about her little sister?
What makes her feel strong?

* Use as a whole school reading project for the theme What
makes me me? Discuss identity and family. Ask the children to
write about what makes them special, including making links
to their cultural heritage, interests, family and friends.

e Use as afocus for an assembly on International Women's Day
to discuss the important women in the children’s lives.

* Use to investigate literary language at KS2. Locate similes,
metaphors, repeated phrases and rich vocabulary in the
story. Encourage the children to create their own version of
the story using similes and metaphors to describe themselves
and members of their family and specific topic words to
make links to their life.

¢ Use to support work on traditional tales. Search for tales
that correspond with the illustrations in the book. Use the
illustrations as a springboard for the children’s own tales
written in a tradition style.

* Use to enhance and enjoy new vocabulary. Sort any
new vocabulary from the book into lists such as words
from Chinese/Taiwanese heritage, powerful adjectives,
interesting nouns and so on.

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Each double page spread from Maisie’s Scrapbook is a vignette from
Maisie’s life as the seasons change from Spring to Winter. Through the
year, she listens to her father’s stories, plays hide and seek with her mother,
plants tomatoes and goes to the beach. We find out what her mother is
like and what her father is like. Her parents come from different cultures —

but they love her in the same way.

About the author and illustrator

Samuel Narh was born in Ghana and grew up listening to folktales

from the African continent. He lives i
illustrator.

Language features

« o g RECEPTION-YEAR 2 (P1-3)
\ETNERS
Scrapbook

By Samuel Narh; illustrated by
Jo Loring-Fisher

Genre: Stories with familiar settings
Format: Picture book

Length: 32 pages

ISBN: 978-1911373582

Rumena’s
recommendation

66 This book is perfect for
Reception and KS1. Itis a book
that will encourage children

to recognise what makes each
family and each individual within
that family unique. It follows

a repetitive pattern of ‘Mama
says...."And ‘Dada says..."
comparing and contrasting
cultures and the differences
between Mama and Dada and
the things they do. This makes
it an ideal book to encourage

conversation and writing about
n Ohio. Jo Loring-Fisher is a British

family. 99

Teaching ideas

Simple sentences with rich vocabulary, such * Use the following questions to check for understanding: How

as chandelier, relentless, hurls, and specific
cultural words such as jollof rice, kente cloth and

are Mama and Dada different? How are they the same? What
does Maisie do with Mama? What does she do with Dada?

marimba. Literary language includes similes and

repeated phrases.

Themes

Family; How we are different — how we are the

same; ldentity; Seasons.

Cross-curricular links

PSHE (Who | am), Geography (Seasons). .

Suitable for
EYFS, Year 1, Year 2.

Use for
Shared reading.

Diversity focus
Introduces the idea of cultural diversity within
families: Maisie has a white mother, with

European influences, and a Black father, with
African influences.

* Use to discuss identity and family and what makes us us. Make
links to the children’s own lives by encouraging them to explore
how family members are similar and how they are the same.
Move on to explore who are the most important people in the
children’s lives and what are the most important attributes of
these people.

Use to support a topic on the seasons. Locate indications of
each season in the book and make links to the activities and
festivals the children experience through the year. Organise for
the children to create their own scrapbook for a year of their life.
Encourage older children to use headings and labels.

* Use to support a unit on traditional tales. Locate images of
Anansiin the illustrations and find and tell stories about him.
Look at the constellations that Dada points out. Share stories
about the stars.

¢ Lookat the pictures Dada finds in the sky. Use the clouds or the
constellations as a springboard for artwork or storytelling.


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Eyes-That-Kiss-Corners-Joanna/dp/0062915622/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Maisies-Scrapbook-Samuel-Narh/dp/1911373587/

10 TANY COLORs .

SR KELKR

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Harpreet Singh (an Asian American Sikh boy) loves wearing different
coloured clothes, choosing a different coloured patka to reflect his mood
each morning. But when his family moves north, he begins to wear white
every day because he wants to disappear. Only when he makes a new

s
RLEN MARLEY

The Many Colors

RECEPTION-YEAR 2 (P1-3)

of Harpreet Singh

By Supriya Kelkar; illustrated by

Alea Marley

Genre: Stories with familiar settings

Format: Picture book
Length: 32 pages
ISBN: 978-1454931843

friend, does he start wearing colourful clothes again.

About the author and illustrator

Supriya Kelkar is an American author with Indian roots. Alea Marley is a
British illustrator with Barbadian roots.

Teaching ideas
* Use the following questions to check for understanding and

to elicit answers about cause and effect: How is Harpreet's
new home and new school different from his old home and
school? Why does Harpreet wear blue at the airport? Why
does he wear grey at the new house? Why is he wearing
white on the field trip? What does it mean that Harpreet is
wearing yellow at the end of the story?

Talk about the different emotions that Harpreet has in the
story, matching emotions to colours. Ask: What makes him
happy? Why does he need courage when he moves? Use
vocabulary from the story — such as nervous and courage
—to make links between the story and children’s own
experiences. Help the children to make links between
Harpreet's feelings and the friendships he has.

Discuss the colours in the book. Use the words from the
book (bright, muted, neon) to discuss different shades with
older children. Create a word cloud for each colour using
vocabulary from the book. Ask the children to add their
own ideas and associations to each word cloud.

Year 2: RE: Explore Sikhism and the Sikh tradition of
wearing a turban or patka. Make links to any particular or
special clothing that the children wear, including school
uniform. Share the note about Sikhism at the end of the
story.

OLYMPIC MEDALLIST

Ibtihaj Muhammad

Hatem Aly

The Proudest Blue

B (7 By Ibtihaj Muhammad and
S. K. Ali; illustrated by Hatem Aly

YEAR 1-2 (P2-3)

Genre: Stories with familiar settings
Format: Picture book

Length: 32 pages

ISBN: 978-1783449729

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

It is the first day back at school for sisters Faizah and Asiya. Faizah has new
shoes and a new bag and Asiya is wearing a hijab for the first time. Faizah
is excited about Asiya’s hijab and thinks she looks like a princess, but she
is confused and embarrassed when she hears mean remarks by bullies.
Beautifully illustrated, with a colourful contrast between Asiya, confident in
her blue hijab, and the faceless bullies who are only shown through their

grey shadows on the ground.

About the authors and illustrator

Ibtihaj Muhammad was the first Muslim American to compete (and win a
medal) in the Olympic Games wearing a hijab. She has had a Barbie doll -

dressed in fencing clothes and wearing a hijab — created for her.

SK Aliis an American-Pakistani author. Hatem Aly is an Egyptian-born
Canadian artist.

Teaching ideas

Use the following questions to discuss the text and to elicit cause
and effect in the story. How does Faizah feel about Asiya’s hijab?
Why does she whisper when she tells the girl in the queue about
the hijab? Why does Faizah run to see Asiya at break? Why
doesn't the illustrator give the bullies faces? What advice would
you give to Faizah when she hears the mean words of the bullies?
What does it mean to be different? Why is the story called The
Proudest Blue?

Use as the focus of an assembly or as a whole school text to
discuss issues of identity, discrimination and bullying. Share
Mama's words about bullies and about self-respect. Create a
series of school posters on self-respect and celebrating difference.

Investigate colours and what they make the children think of. Ask:
What does the colour blue mean to you? Encourage the children
to write further similes for the colour blue.

Discuss the importance of the sister bond in this story. Encourage
the children to think of the important people in their lives — both in
their family and beyond.

Ask: What does the hijab mean to Asiya? Find out more about the
author and illustrator and what Islam has meant in their lives.

Discuss important firsts that the children have experienced: first
day at school going for a first sleepover and so on.


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Many-Colors-Harpreet-Singh/dp/1454931841/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Proudest-Blue-Ibtihaj-Muhammad/dp/1783449721/

YEAR 1-3 (P2-4)

Sona Sharma Very

Best Big Sister

By Chitra Soundar; illustrated by
Jen Khatun

Genre: Realistic story
Format: Paperback

A Length: 112 pages

z ISBN: 978-1406391756

Rumena’s recommendation

66 This book makes a perfect
read aloud for children moving

on from picture books and is

also ideal for newly independent
readers (with vocabulary support).
[t is a charming story, with lots of
exploration of family dynamics.
Hindu traditions are introduced,
which can support learning about
Hinduism. Readers will also relate

" CMITRA SOUNDAR

® et NN

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Only child, and only grandchild, Sona is about to become a big sister.
As the family prepare for the birth and for a naming ceremony party,
Sona worries about no longer being special. She shares her thoughts
with Elephant, her soft toy. On the day of the naming ceremony, Sona
chooses the name and gives the baby her own precious naming day
outfit to wear.

to the feelings of jealousy and
anxiety when big changes take
place in a family. 99

About the author and illustrator

Chitra Soundar was born in India and lives in Britain. Jen Khatun is a
British illustrator with Bangladeshi heritage.

Language features Teaching ideas

Filled Vf’ith cultural words Iinked to life in India * Use these questions to check for understanding: Why is
(auto-rickshaw, bullock, burfi, namakarna) and Sona nervous about becoming a big sister? Why doesn't

Too Small Tola

oy By Atinuke; illustrated by
la Onyinye Iwu

b

ATINVKe

Genre: Realistic story
Format: Paperback
Length: 96 pages
ISBN: 9781406388916

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Tola might be small, but she is strong, brave and clever. This book contains
three separate stories about Tola and her family in Lagos, Nigeria. In the
first, she shows how strong she is as she carries fruit and vegetables from
the market for her grandmummy. In the second, she stands up to bullies
and carries water from the standpipe when the water in the block of flats
breaks. Finally, when her neighbour Mr Abdul breaks his leg, she and her
brother travel to his clients to measure them for their new clothes.

About the author and illustrator

Atinuke was born and grew up in Nigeria. She lives in Wales. Onyinye Iwu
was born in ltaly to Nigerian parents. She lives in Britain.

Language features Teaching ideas

Clear but exuberant language. Vocabulary linked to

YEAR 1-3 (P2-4)

Rumena’s
recommendation

66 This book makes a perfect
read aloud for children moving
on from picture books to
chapter books and is ideal for
newly independent readers.
There are so many loveable
characters written into this story,
so it will provide children with
lots of inspiration for writing
their own characters. | also

like how it introduces different
religions within the community,
illustrating a beautiful example
of community cohesion. 99

J

* Use the following questions to improve the children’s

words linked to Hinduism (Ganesh, Krishna, pandal
as well as Hindu prayers). A glossary of words is
provided. Includes noun phrases such as: ‘canopy
of mango and guava trees’, ‘motorbike priest’, ‘the
sparkliest person ever’. Metaphors for Sona and her
sister as stars and fireflies.

Themes
Family; Hinduism; Responsibility; Change; Stars.

Cross-curricular links
Geography (Different places); RE (Hinduism); PSHE

(Family, Change).

Suitable for
Years 1to 3.

Use for
Shared reading, class reading.

Diversity focus

This story is set in a multi-generational family home
in India. It is a contemporary story (with phones and
video conferencing) that includes Hindu traditions
and culture.

Good to know
The story includes a Hindu ceremony and prayers.

she want the new baby to wear her old naming ceremony
dress? Why does she finally decide to share the dress with
the baby? How does the reader know how Sona feels?

Encourage the children with younger siblings to describe
how they felt before and after their sibling was born.
Discuss other changes the children have experienced such
as moving or starting school.

Use the story to introduce Hinduism to the class. If
appropriate, encourage children who have experienced a
Hindu naming ceremony to share their experience.

Use to find out about life in India. Find images of auto-
rickshaws, burfi sweets and so on. Ask the children to
discuss how Sona’s life is similar and different to their own.
Ask the children to write a non-fiction report about India
using details from the story.

Discuss the different feelings that Sona has in the book.
Ask the children to complete sentences starting ‘Sona felt
worried when...” Repeat for emotions such as proud, sad,
lonely, excited, interested.

Use to practise techniques for reading unknown words.

Nigerian culture.

Themes
Resilience; Family; Helping each other; Identity;
Community; Personal strengths.

Cross-curricular links
Science (Different places).

Suitable for
Year 1 (as read-aloud) Year 2, 3 (Independent read)

Use for
Independent reading. Shared reading.

Diversity focus

This book also shows what modern, urban Nigeria
is like and will give children an understanding of a
different city. The story is set in Lagos — rather than
non-specific ‘Africa’. Tola’s community includes
Muslims and Christians.

Good to know

Specific references are made to the festivals of
Easter and Eid. Lagos is shown to be in a country
with significant poverty and infrastructure issues;
grandmummy can’t read.

understanding and encourage inference. Ask: Does it
matter that Tola is small? Why do Tola and grandmummy
agree to buy so many things for other people? How do the
people in Tola’s community look after each other? How do
the people in the community deal with the bullies at the
standpipe? What would happen to Mr Abdul if Tola was
not able to help him? Why is the rich lady rude to Tola when
Tola measures her for her clothes? Why do people want
new clothes for Eid and Easter?

Use the book to talk about "What makes me special’.
Discuss the strengths that Tola has and whether these are
more or less important than being tall. Support the children
as they talk about their own strengths and what makes them
special.

Discuss the difference between Tola’s life and the children’s
own experiences. Perhaps, contrast the story with the

Katie Morag stories by Mairi Hedderwick. Use the story to
support a unit on Nigeria.

Encourage the children to write their own realistic story
based around their own family.


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sona-Sharma-Very-Best-Sister/dp/1406391751/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Too-Small-Tola-Atinuke/dp/1406388912/

YEAR 3 (P4) YEAR 3 (P4)

The Bravest Roman
of All

By Leila Rasheed;
illustrated by Fran Bueno

Genre: Historical fiction
Format: Paperback
Length: 56 pages

ISBN: 978-1382008006

Here to Stay

By Sufiya Ahmed;
illustrated by Jen Khatun

Reflect Reflect

Genre: Realistic story
Format: Paperback
Length: 32 pages

ISBN: 978-1382007917

This gentle story about having an elderly This story of legendary Roman hero

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

When Mina’s grandfather comes to live with them, Mina

is expecting him to need peace and quiet. She becomes
confused and worried when grand-papa goes out and about,
cooks, plays loud music and works in the garden. Eventually,
grand-papa reassures her that he is fit and healthy and that,

like her, he wants to have fun.

About the author

Sufiya Ahmed was born in India and grew up in Britain.

relative come to live with a family plays
with the idea of what an older person is
like. Children will be able to relate to Mina
as she struggles with her worries.

TreeTops Reflect is a series of emotionally
powerful stories from Oxford Primary

to make children think. Written by top
children’s authors to develop reading and
comprehension skills, the books have
appealing illustrations and cover a range
of engaging themes. The series uses the
power of storytelling to help children
connect to diverse experiences.

Teaching ideas

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Hundreds of years before the heyday of Rome, the small fortified
town of Rome is under seige from the deposed Roman king
Tarquin and his Etruscan ally, King Lars. As part of a peace treaty, 40
children are sent to the Etruscan camp as hostages. Cloelia helps
the girls escape, but is sent back to the Etruscan camp by her father
in disgrace to protect the peace treaty. However, King Lars is so
impressed with her bravery, he releases all the hostages and agrees
to leave Rome in peace. Cloelia returns to Rome riding King Lars’
own horse.

About the author

Leila Rasheed is a British-Bangladeshi author who grew up in Libya.
She now lives in Birmingham.

Cloelia will appeal to many children
as well as to enthusiasts of Roman
history. It is a good story to use to
open up a discussion about whether
other people’s prejudices ever stop us
achieving our potential.

TreeTops Reflect is a series of
emotionally powerful stories from
Oxford Primary to make children think.
Written by top children’s authors to
develop reading and comprehension
skills , the books have appealing
illustrations and cover a range of
engaging themes. The series uses the
power of storytelling to help children
connect to diverse experiences.

Use these questions to check for understanding: Why does Mina'’s mother
put Mina's soft toys in the attic? How does Mina feel about giving up her
room for her grandfather? How do you know that Mina is kind? Why has
Mina's grandfather come to live with them? Why is Mina worried when
she sees her grandfather at the library?

Use the book to support a topic on the family. Ask the children to
compare Mina’s family with their own. Compare with other stories the
children may have read about a grandparent coming to live with them
such as Danny Chung Does Not Do Maths by Maisie Chan.

Invite older members of the community into school to share stories of
their lives.

Use to discuss worries and what we should do if we have a worry.
Compare with Ruby’s Worry by Tom Percival and discuss how Ruby and
Mina finally overcome their worry by talking to someone. Ask the children
to write a letter to Mina giving her advice.

Use to discuss kindness. Discuss the ways that Mina is kind (she gives up
her room, she is prepared to give up loud music, games and having her
friends to play, she worries about grandfather’s wellbeing). Discuss the
different ways that the children can be kind in their everyday life.

Language features

Straightforward language with similes
(‘coiled like a protective snake’, ‘like a
scorpion, hiding in the rocks’) and some
interesting vocabulary (scolding, gleaming,
thwack) and topic words (Tiber, Etruscan,
Horatio).

Themes
Sex descrimination; Bravery; War.

Cross-curricular links
History (Ancient Rome). Relationships
Education (Respectful relationships).

Suitable for
Year 3+ (Book Band Grey 13; Oxford
Level 13).

Use for
Independent reading

Diversity focus

The main character is a Roman girl who
challenges the stereotypes of the time. The
illustrations in this book show the Roman
citizens to be ethnically diverse.

Teaching ideas

Use these questions to check for understanding: Why does Cloelia
not want to be told she is ‘brave — for a girl’? Why did the Roman
leaders allow the Etruscan soldiers to take away their children? How
was Cloelia able to escape? Why was Cloelia’s father cross with her
when she rescued all the girls from the Etruscan camp? Why did
King Lars decide not to keep fighting for King Tarquin? Why did King
Lars give Cloelia his horse?

Use to support a topic on Romans. Investigate the bravery of Cloelia
and Horatio further. Place the story of Cloelia on a timeline of Roman
history.

Discuss the stereotypes of boys and girls and how damaging and
limiting these can be.

Discuss the difference between being ‘brave’ and being ‘reckless’.

Use to support work on literary language. Locate all the similes in the
book and encourage the children to create more of their own.

Cloelia was one of the only Roman women to be shown riding in a
Roman statue. Investigate the statues in your local area and discuss
who has been chosen to be celebrated in this way. Are there any
statues of named women? Are there any statues of people from an
ethnic minority?


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-Reading-Tree-TreeTops-Reflect/dp/1382007914/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-Reading-Tree-TreeTops-Reflect/dp/1382008007/

YEAR 3-6 (P 4-7)

YEAR 3-6 (P4-7)

Llama Out Loud
By Annabelle Sami

Danny Chung Does
Not Do Maths

: ‘“ﬂ By Maisie Chan

Genre: Comic fiction, School/Family

- P ('f (J © &9 Genre: Realistic fiction story, Fantasy story
L Na ij 1S Format: Paperback Format: Paperback
9] Length: 288 pages Length: 248 pages
s : ISBN: 978-1800780019 ISBN: 978-1405296001
Buy on Amazon Buy on Amazon

Story summary Story summary

Danny Chan is horrified when his grandmother (Nai Nai) moves
from China to live in the top bunk in his bedroom. When the Easter
holidays arrive, Danny is told he must spend every day with his
grandmother. He leaves her at the Bingo Hall where she makes
friends and win prizes, but Danny's parents are furious with him.
Meanwhile, Danny has fallen out with his best friend and cannot think
of a topic for his maths project. As they bond, Nai Nai helps Danny
create an amazing maths project that combines her maths skills and
his art skills. When Nai Nai finds the cruel cartoons Danny has drawn
of her, Nai Nai runs away. Danny makes up with Ravi and together
they find Nai Nai and help her get to the Bingo competition.

About the author

Maisie Chan is a British Chinese author who lives in Glasgow. She
grew up in a foster home in a busy council house in Birmingham.

Yasmin (skilled checkers player and elective mute) lives in a very noisy
house that includes two older brothers who continually prank her
and a mother who always shouts. After she makes a birthday wish to
be able to stand up for herself, a rude, loud talking toy llama comes
to live with her. Levi the Llama creates havoc for Yasmin and soon
sheis in trouble at home and at school and has been barred from

the old people’s checkers tournament. When she finally reaches
rock bottom, she manages to stand up for herself and even have the
courage to speak.

About the author

Annabelle Sami is a British writer of Pakistani heritage.

Teaching ideas

* Use these questions to check for understanding: Why does
Danny’s father not like Danny’s art? Why does Carter invite Danny
to play in the park? How do Danny and Nai Nai become close?
How is Nai Nai brave? What lessons does Danny learn in this
story? How is Auntie Yee a bully? Which character in the book
do you feel most sorry for? Why is the story called Danny Chung
Does Not Do Maths?

Recreate Danny’s maths project on the Fibonacci sequence and
maths in nature.

Use to support a topic on Chinese New Year. Explore Chinese
legends (particularly about dragons), Chinese food and find out
what Chinese animal the children in the class were born under.

Use to support a PSHE topic on "What makes me me?’ Discuss
the different aspects of Danny’s character: his Chinese heritage,
his British heritage, his family, his friends, his drawing.

Read alongside Llama Out Loud, by Annabelle Sami. Use to
inspire the children to write their own funny story — or cartoon
strip —about a character who comes to stay. How will the visitor
be different and difficult? What funny situation will arise? How will
the main character learn to appreciate visitor? What lessons will
the main character learn?

Teaching ideas

* Use these questions to check for understanding: Why don’t Yasmin's
parents listen to her? Does Levi make Yasmin's life better or worse?
Why won't Yasmin talk? Is Levi right when he says that Yasmin
should not be friends with old people? How is Ezra a good friend to
Yasmin? Do you need to be loud to be heard?

Use for PSHE to discuss families. Ask the children to compare their
family with Yasmin's family. Talk about the children’s position in the
family and how that makes them feel.

Use to discuss location. Look at images of the story’s location, Brick
Lane, and find the description of it in Chapter 1.

Use as a springboard for the children writing their own funny story.
What destructive magical creature could create comic chaos? What
flawed characters will help to make the story funny?

Use to discuss confidence —who has it and how we can develop
itin ourselves. Discuss whether confidence is the same as being
talkative. Ask the children to write a letter to Yasmin, giving her
advice.

Use as the focus for a debate. Ask: Is Levi a good guardian llama?



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Llama-Out-Loud-Annabelle-Sami/dp/1405296992/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Danny-Chung-Does-Not-Maths/dp/180078001X/
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YEAR 4 + (P5 +)

the Door

By Onjali Q. Rauf

Genre: School story
Format: Paperback
Length: 320 pages
ISBN: 978-0062915627

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

On a class trip, Leo Kai Lim (a British boy with Singaporean
parents) finds a plaque to a soldier with exactly the same

name as his. During a topic on World War I, Leo and his

friend Sangeeta (a British girl with Indian Sikh parents) start to
investigate who the soldier was. Throughout the story, Leo is
bullied until the coolest girl in the class, Olivia (mixed race with
a father from Ghana), starts to defend him. Leo finally discovers
his own personal link to Leo Kai Lim and the stories of other
forgotten heroes who fought in World War II.

About the author

Onjali Q. Raufis a Bangladeshi Muslim who lives in Britain.
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Language features

Straightforward language with a first-
person narrator. Vocabulary for clothes
from Singapore (baju kurung, topi hat)
and India (lehenga, choli).

Themes
Racism; Family; Heritage; Bravery;
World War II; Friendship; History.

Cross-curricular links
History (World War lI), RE (Different
cultures), PSHE (Racism, Family,

Bullying)

Suitable for
Years 4+.

Use for
Shared reading.

Diversity focus

The heritage of the main character and
the racism he experiences is a main
focus of the story.

Rumena’s recommendation

66 This book is an important one to

open up discussions about identity and
heritage. As with all of Onjali Q. Rauf's
books, this one also provides a mystery
element and a bit of adventure as the
protagonists investigate forgotten war
heroes associated with their families. This
book can link in with World War topics, or
be read in the Autumn term to link in with
Remembrance Day.

Themes of standing up for what's

right, dealing with bullies and facing
discrimination all run strong throughout
the text. The voice of the protagonist and
humour through his observations, makes
ita great read aloud or class read. ltisa

book that will open up many discussions
around identity and heritage too. As an
adult, it had me considering how we
present topics to our children and what
more we can do to ensure children of all
backgrounds can relate to and identify
with what we are teaching. 99

Teaching ideas

Use these questions to check for understanding: Why doesn’t Leo's
father stand up to the bullies at the beginning of the story? What did you
learn from reading this story? Which characters in the story are brave and
how? What punishment, if any, did Toby receive in the end? Why did
Olivia hide her race at the beginning of the story? Why did she reveal it
atthe end? How might the class be changed by the events in the story?
How are parents important in this story?

Use to discuss bullying. Ask the children to write a letter to Toby
explaining what is wrong with his behaviour.

Use to support work on World War Il or Remembrance Day. Read the
biographies of the war heroes in the back of the book. Locate the
countries they came from and speculate on the dangers they faced.
Create your own class display board to match the one in the book.

Use the notes at the back of the book to talk about prejudice and racism.
Read and discuss Onjali Q. Rauf's description of prejudice. Locate
incidence of prejudice and racism in the book and suggest ways to
counter it.

Use the notes at the back to talk about bravery and the heroes in the
children’s own lives. Discuss how the children feel they are brave, or
would like to be brave.

Amari and the

YEAR 4+ (P5+)

Night Brothers

By B. B. Alston

Genre: Fantasy story

Format: Paperback

B. B. ALSTON

TR WY RRTIANY e aben

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

Amari Peters’ brother has been missing for six months. One day a
message from her brother leads Amari to attend a summer school at the
Bureau of Supernatural Affairs. Here she shares a room with a weredragon
and discovers that she is a magician —a rare and illegal magical gift. After
a life of being looked down on for being poor and Black, Amari finds

that being poor and a magician isn’t any easier. With the help of another
secret magician, Amari passes the tests to become a Junior Agent and
finally solves all the puzzles that lead her to her brother.

About the author

B. B. Alston is a Black American writer. He was planning to become a
doctor before entering a competition to write a book.

Awards

Length: 383 pages
ISBN: 978-1405298193

Rumena’s recommendation

66 This is a book that can be read
with Year 4 upwards. A magical
world within our own is where
Amari finds herself when she tries
to discover the whereabouts of
her missing brother. It's a fantasy
story and will work well alongside
topics related to fantasy creatures
and magical storytelling. This book
has been really popular with fans of
Harry Potter and Percy Jackson.

The story also explores the issues
of racism and discrimination and
has readers considering what
barriers are in place for people of
colour/working class children and
how they can overcome them.
For Year 4 it works as a great read
aloud. For older children it will be
a very much-loved independent
read. 99

Best book for young readers: Waterstones Book Awards 2020.

Language features
Vocabulary linked magic such
as supernatural, crystal, Bureau,

leprechaun, omen, double talkers, oath.

Other complex language; jurisdiction,
lobby, ballad, mantle. Descriptive and
imaginative language.

Themes
Magic and wonder; Courage; Racism
and prejudice; Loyalty; Opportunities,

Cross-curricular links
PSHE (Racism; What makes me me);
Computing (Programming).

Suitable for
Years 4+.

Use for
Class read-aloud; independent
reading.

Diversity focus

Amari Peters is Black and from a poor
inner-city. She suffers from racism at her
private school.

Teaching ideas

Use these questions to check for understanding: Why is everyone at the
Bureau of Supernatural Affairs frightened of magicians? Why can’t Elsie
turn into a dragon? Do Dylan and Amari work well as a team? What is
Lara's worst fear? Why does Dylan attack Moreau at the end? Was Amari
right to push Emily Grant at the beginning? Was she justified in throwing
spaghetti at Lara?

Investigate the different magical creatures (such as Bigfoot and
leprechauns) mentioned in the story. Find out about the legends behind
each creature and the countries they come from.

Discuss the setting of the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs. Locate the
different elements (the lifts, the different departments, the different
teachers) that build up the setting. Ask the children create their own
version of the Bureau and describe a new student arriving at it.

Compare the different forms of prejudice that Amari suffers from — racism
at school, anti-magician prejudice at the Bureau and prejudice because
she is poor in both. Discuss the different ways in which Amari has to be
brave and strong.

Use Amari and Dylan’s first task as the basis for creating and
programming a computer game.

Investigate the themes of Courage, Opportunities and Prejudice are
explored in this story.
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Amari-Night-Brothers-magical-childrens/dp/1405298197/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lion-Above-Door-Onjali-Rauf/dp/1510106758/
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ralas "’ recommendation

olars RN ‘Q‘! - 66 This relatively short book

> Genre: Fiction - fantasy g\\jfe ¢+ | Genre: Realistic fiction/mystery/fantasy IS Telatively short boo

Format: Paperback P vES NU S Format: Paperback would be an ideal c!ass. read.
Length: 256 pages & M\\'(«,D(E Length: 224 pages Clara, the protagonist, is an
ISBN: 978-1405293198 oY . ISBN: 9781782692645 intriguing character with a

mysterious past. Her story will
keep everyone guessing and
the build-up of intrigue and
suspense will keep readers
hooked. The Jamaican setting is
vividly described and succeeds in
being simultaneously realistic and
magical.

Buy on Amazon

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

A week after Safiya has last seen her mother — storming out after a row
— Safiya’s mother has a stroke that leaves her in a coma. Over the next
few weeks, Safiya visits her mother’s childhood in her dreams. In these
dreams Safiya learns about her mother’s hopes and dreams and sees
the connections to herself. In her waking life, she starts to question her
friendship with her best friend and forms a new friendship with girls
previously bullied by her own group.

Story summary

Clara cannot remember what happened last summer. She only knows
that she has fallen out with her best friend Gaynah. As Clara makes
friends with a new girl, Rudy, Gaynah follows her scowling. One day,
Rudy and Clara to break into the mansion of her estranged Uncle
Eldorath. When Clara becomes trapped at Eldorath’s house during

a tropical storm, he helps her to realise that Gaynah is a ghost and

to remember the accident that killed her. After the storm, Eldorath is
welcomed back into the village and Clara learns to forgive herself.

The themes of loss and grief run
strongly in the story, with Clara’s
wit and humour providing a relief
from the heavy themes. The plot
twist is one of the best |'ve seen
written for this age group and

it will send readers back to the

beginning again. 99

Each dream leads Safiya to seek an object back in her mother’s flat,
believing that this will help her mother to recover. By the time she
understands that her mother is going to die anyway, she has worked
out that it is herself that she is saving.

About the author

Kereen Getten was born and grew up in Jamaica. She lives in Britain.

About the author

Aisha Busby was born in Bahrain.

Language features Teaching ideas

Straightforward language. First person narrator. ¢ Use these questions to check for understanding: Why

Teaching ideas

* Use these questions to check for understanding:

Did the book have a happy or a sad ending?
What lessons has Safiya learned by the end of

the book? Why does it take so long for Safiya to
stop being friends with Elle? How is the theme of
acceptance important here? How does Safiya find
the confidence to forgive herself and choose better
friends? Why is Safiya ready to say goodbye to her

mother at the end?

Compare the waking narrative with the computer

game/dream narrative. Contrast the adjectives
used to create settings. Tease out what other

aspects create the dream-like nature of the game

narrative. Discuss the difference between the

narrative in a computer game and the narrative in a
book. Challenge the children to write a story based
around a computer game where the main character

needs to solve puzzles or carry out missions.

Use to support PSHE work on friendships. Discuss
what makes a good friend and friendship. Discuss
strategies for moving on from a difficult friendship.

Themes
Family; Loss; Guilt; Prejudice; Imagination;
Responsibility.

Cross-curricular links
Geography (Different places); PSHE (Friendship, Loss)

Suitable for
Years 5 and 6.

Used for
Shared reading, independent reading.

Diversity focus

This story is set in Jamaica and all the characters are
Black. There is a passing description of life as a Black
child in Britain.

Good to know

In this story, the Christian leaders are shown to be
short sighted and unkind. Pastor Brown, in particular,
damages the community with his accusations.

The mystery at the centre of the story revolves around
the drowning of a child and therefore might not be
suitable for all children.

doesn’t Clara remember the accident? Why isn't Uncle
Eldorath welcome in the village? How is the storm
important in the story? Clara says: ‘This town is full of
things no one wants to talk about’. How many secrets
does Clara discover in this story? Which characters are
importantin Clara’s recovery? Does Gaynor bully Clara in
the story?

Use the vivid descriptions of Uncle Eldorath’s mansion
to inspire the children to write their own descriptions of
a forgotten mansion filled with unusual objects. What
adventures will children who discover the house have?

Use to discuss friendship and how friendships can be
repaired after an argument, and how they change as we
get older.

Use to link to a study of a different place. Find images
of Lucea, Jamaica, and the surrounding area and Fort
Charlotte, which Rudy and Clara visit. Compare Rudy’s
childhood in Britain with Clara’s childhood in Jamaica.

Use to discuss the damaging nature of rumours. Set the
children to writing their own story about rumours and
prejudice.


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pocketful-Stars-Aisha-Bushby/dp/1405293195
https://www.amazon.co.uk/When-Life-Gives-You-Mangoes/dp/1782692649/

Boy, Everywhere

Trenqlere
?“J@ 4 By A.M. Dassu

Genre: Realistic fiction
Format: Paperback
Length: 288 pages
ISBN: 9781910646649

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

When the civil war arrives in Damascus, Sami's father decides they must
leave. With only the clothes they stand up in, Sami'’s family escape.
Traveling by small boat, lorry and plane, they are smuggled into the UK
where they claim asylum. Here they move from a British detention centre,
to the house of a relative, to a homeless shelter before finally getting a
home of their own. As the journey progresses, the family becomes worn
down and broken and Sami discovers what is really important — not his

YEAR 6 (P7)

High Rise Mystery
E‘I g E By Sharna Jackson

MYSTERY 4
(‘ ? Genre: Fiction — mystery story
p_‘
y Format: Paperback
é Length: 352 pages
J ISBN: 978-1999642518

Buy on Amazon

Story summary

When sisters and amateur detectives Nik and Norva find the body of
their art teacher, they start investigating his murder. Unfortunately, the
last time Hugo was seen alive, it was rowing publicly with their father.
Interviewing the other residents of their tower block they finally solve
the case. The story is filled with exuberant characters from different
walks of life and cultures.

YEAR G + (P7 +)

Air Jordans, but family, friendship, security and a place to call home.

About the author
A.M. Dassu is a British author of Asian heritage.

Awards
Little Rebels Award 2021, Calderdale Book of the Year 2021.

Teaching ideas

Use these questions to check for understanding: Why did
Sami’s family leave Syria? How was Sami's life in Britain
different from his life in Syria? Was Sami right to ask his
family to look after Aadam? Why does Sami’s father hit
him when they are in the flat in Istanbul? How is Hassan's
opinion of Sami wrong? How is Sami brave? What does
Samilearn over the course of the story? Is Sami lucky or
unlucky?

Use to talk about refugees and displacement, exploring
different reasons people leave their home country.
Organise a charity fundraiser for Syrian refugees. Use
Hassan's reaction to Sami to discuss prejudice. Plot Sami’s
journey on a map.

Use to compare with other journey stories including
adventure stories, refugee stories (such as The Silver Sword
by lan Serraillier) and migration stories (such as Windrush
Child, by Benjamin Zephaniah).

Ask: What would you take with you if you had to leave
home in a hurry? Discuss what is important to Sami at
the beginning (shoes, computer games) and the end (his
grandfather’s ring, a way of talking to his friends).

Use to develop a discussion about friendship. Discuss the
importance to Sami of his friendships.

About the author
Sharna Jackson is a Black British author and museum curator.

Awards
Best book for young readers: Waterstones Book Awards 2020.

Teaching ideas

Use these questions to check for understanding: What
are the different strengths of Nik and Norva? How do they
work as ateam? On a second reading, what clues might
you find? How important is community to the plot?

Use the story to examine formal and informal language.
Compare the way Nik writes as a narrator with the way
she talks. Compare the standard English used by the
police officers with colloquial and playful language of the
teenager George.

Use to investigate the different ways that information is
conveyed in the text: charts, texts, lists, dialogue, email
and so on. Discuss the purpose and merits of each.

Use to practise non-fiction report writing. Ask the children
to write May Burton’s newspaper report on the events in
Cloud News.

Use to investigate how the author creates distinct
characters and a defined setting. Compare and

contrast with the settings and characters in Murder Most
Unladylike, by Robin Stevens.

Use as a focus of debate. Discuss how different characters
(the residents, the police, Hugo Knightly-Webb, the
reporter) feel about the estate. Organise for the children
to formally argue for or against the statement: The Tri
Estate is a good place to live.



https://www.amazon.co.uk/Boy-Everywhere-M-Dassu/dp/1910646644/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/High-Rise-Mystery-High-rise-Mysteries-Jackson/dp/1999642511/
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